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“Then he showed four lights when he wished “ 


them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 
From ‘First Voyage "Rownd the World by Magellan” 
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INTER-AMERICAN CONGRESS DATES ANNOUNCED 


August 21 to 27, 1947 


The Inter-American Congress of Women will meet in Guatemala City, 
Guatemala, August 21-27. Delegates should plan to reach Guatemala City on August 
19th. On the 20th there will be an important preliminary session. Further details 
about the Congress may be secured from the General Secretary, Heloise Brainerd, 
at 1734 ‘F’ Street N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 

Pan-American Airways offers a special discount of 20% on round trip 
tickets to Guatemala from any port of exit in the United States—Miami, New Orleans, 


PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES ! 


WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDO 


The Women’s International League for Peace and Free- 
dom was founded in 1915 in the midst of the First World War. 
Jane Addams became its first International President and held 
this office until her death. Throughout its history the League 
has maintained a policy and a program consistent with the 
ideas of its founders. 


Principles 

The League is both an international and an interracial 
organization. Its aim is to work for the establishment of 
those political, economic, and psychological conditions both 
at home and abroad which can assure peace and freedom. 

The League affirms that peace and freedom are inter- 
dependent and that they must rest on law and justice. The 
primary function of democratic government is to translate 
these principles into a political and economic program that 
will give them substance and meaning. Such a program must 
provide for growth and expansion, for new forms, new areas 
of development, new institutions to meet the demands of con- 
temporary life. 

Peace 

The League holds that peace is more than the absence of 
war or the maintenance of order ae coercive power. It 
asserts that peace is a positive principle in human affairs — 
a method as well as a goal. 


Freedom 

Liberty of the human spirit is a basic human value. The 
history of civilization has been the history of the stru for 
liberty: freedom of thought, freedom of religion, freedom 
of persons, freedom of enterprise, freedom of labor, freedom 
of research—all have been stepping stones in the spiritual 
advance of mankind. 

The League maintains that a free society must be based 
on the individual’s acceptance of responsibility. Since no 
individual can live to himself alone, that responsibility re- 
quires the community to impose upon itself certain controls 
for the common good. The League contends that these con- 
trols should be subject to democratic processes and reviews. 


Policies 
I. UNITED NATIONS: 
Throughout the thirty-two years of its existence, the 


’ League has stood for a strong international organization, func- 


tioning democratically within the framework of law. The 
League reaffirms its support of the United Nations Charter 
and its loyalty to the underlying principles set forth in the 
Preamble. Recognizing the many inadequacies in the existing 
structure, it looks toward the eventual conversion of the 
present United Nations into a real world government. In 
order to bring about that conversion into a real world govern- 
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ment, every opportunity to strengthen the United Nations as 

an instrument for peaceful and cooperative international action 

must be thoroughly exploited. As a means to this end the 

League urges the op States to recognize and implement 
ollowing general program: 

ais The so within the jurisdiction of the United 

Nations should be handled by the United Nations even 

when this may necessitate the creation of new agencies 

or powers and the granting of additional funds. Action 
by the United Nations should, in all cases, replace unilat- 
eral or bilateral action by any of the member nations. 

An increasing number of problems and types of 
problems should be taken to the United Nations for 
solution. 

Additional facilities in terms of funds and personnel 
should be made available, so that the operational scope 
of the United Nations may continue to expand without 
damage to its effectiveness in any area of its activity. 
Since the work of the Economic and Social Council and 

the specialized agencies falls within an area in which, we 
believe, international cooperation can be most speedily real- 
ized, the League urges the United States to continue its partici- 
pation in an active support for such agencies as the Food and 
Agricultural Organization, the International Trade Organiza- 
tion, the International Refugee Organization, and the Trustee- 
ship Council. 

Finally it becomes increasingly evident with each day 
that the best hope for lasting peace is world disarmament. In 
the interim the League urges the United States to explore 
every possible means to reach international agreement for 
United Nations control of atomic energy and the reduction and 
control of conventional armaments as a first step toward the 
abandonment of national armament. The relinquishing of 
effort or the continued delay in achieving these two funda- 
mental requirements for world peace menaces the very founda- 
tions upon which any type of collective security can be built. 


II. INTER-AMERICAN COOPERATION: 

The League urges upon the government of the United 
States continued growth in cooperative sharing of responsi- 
bility for regional problems of the Western Hemisphere, 
political, economic, and social. Such regional action should 
be kept in harmony with the procedures and decisions of the 
United Nations and should replace interference by any nation 
in the internal affairs of any other nation. 

The League urges cooperation of the United States with 
Latin American governments in developing concrete plans for 
raising living standards and strengthening labor movements. 
It specifically opposes the sale of surplus war equipment by 
the United States to Latin American countries as this policy 
would tend to increase military rivilries. 


Ill. RELIEF, REHABILITATION, AND ECONOMIC 
RESOURCES: 

The League believes that the economic resources of the 
world should be fully utilized to meet the needs of the world 
community, and that trade should be based on this principle. 

Because the United States is today the richest country in 
the world, the League believes the Government and people 
of the United States should take the major responsibility for 
aid to the people of the world through loans or grants and 
the direct shipment of goods. Such aid should be divorced 
from political considerations and should wherever possible be 
put under international control. 

As a means for developing normal commercial relations, 
and increasing trade, the United States should give full support 
to the International Trade Organization, to the International 
Monetary Fund and the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development. The United States should extend the Re- 
ciprocal Trade Program, and should cooperate with any meas- 
ures that tend to remove trade barriers and to build up pros- 
perity in all nations even when such programs might cause 
temporary hardships to some sections of our own economy. 


IV. DISPLACED PERSONS, REFUGEES, AND 
IMMIGRATION: 

The League believes that there should be free movement 
of people as well as of economic goods. It is vigorously op- 
posed to transfers of people without their consent, and to any 
plan to send people back to their homes against their will. 


REPORT FROM 


The International Executive Committee met in Geneva 
May 25-30 with every member present except Miss Balch. In 
addition nine National Sections had consultative (representa- 
tive) members there, making twenty-four voting members 
around the horseshoe table. The U. S. Section was represented 
by Grace Rhoads of New Jersey, who has remained abroad 
ever since the Luxembourg Congress visiting many countries 
including Czechoslovakia and Germany, and Dorothy Medders 
Robinson of Washington, our former National President. There 
were two other Americans: Gertrude C. Bussey, International 
Co-chairman, and myself, both elected members of the Execu- 
tive. 


It was a matter of deepest regret that, because of her 
health, we were obliged to accept the resignation of Dr. Bussey 
as Co-chairman “for the present.” However, she and Marie 
Lous-Mohr of Norway presided jointly until the end. Madame 
Andree Jouve of France, one of our long-time leaders, was 
elected to fill out Dr. Bussey’s unexpired term. Mrs. Robinson 
was elected International treasurer so we shall continue to have 
one American officer. Gertrude Baer was made our representa- 
tive to the United Nations before which we, as an established 
and recognized international body of women devoted to peace 
and freedom, are seeking the status of “consultative organiza- 
tion.” 


Our international office at 10 Rue de la Madeleine is in 
the historic section of Geneva just three blocks from the lake 
and the famous bridge of Mont Blanc. It is part way up a hill, 
opposite the Church of the Madeleine and most speedily reached 
through the Rue Purgatoire (most appropriate some of us 
thought, for a peace organization!). The office is a large light 
room on the fourth floor of a building which, in true European 
fashion, has no elevator. The only other office on this floor is 
that of the American Friends’ Service Committee which lent 
us its kitchen for overflow work. But from it came also de- 
licious hot tea each afternoon to break the strain of the long 
sessions which we had to keep to accomplish our purpose. 
When everything has to be carried on in three languages it 
makes everything slower and more tiring, particularly to those 
whose natural tongue is neither English, French nor German. 
Our always charming and efficient Mlle. Louisa Jacques (of 
Switzerland) who has understood and helped us all, in every 
language, for twenty years, is still in charge of the office. 


As immediate measures to meet the present emergency, 
the League urges 

The United States to ratify the charter of the Inter- 
national Refugee Organization and to support the approp- 
riation of sufficient funds for its work, for which the pro- 
posed budget of $165,000,000 is clearly inadequate. In 
addition to its responsibility for displaced persons, this 
Organization should bring material aid and assure free- 
dom of migration to the millions of people in Europe 
and Asia who have been torn from their homes by the 
-war or by action of the Allied Powers. 

The United States to accept 400,000 immigrants as its 
share of the displaced persons, and make whatever tem- 
porary modifications in the immigration laws or their 
administration which are required for this measure. 

The United States to remove from the immigration 
laws all discrimination based on race or national back- 
ground, and thus bring these laws into harmony with the 
spirit of the Charter of the United Nations. 


Vv. DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS: 


The League believes that it is possible to develop through 
democratic processes a social order which will insure both 
freedom and security. Such an order cannot result from a 
policy of drift or from attempts to restore the pre-war economic 
and social pattern. It can come only through coordinated 
planning under democratic control. Of the many areas which 
must be included in such planning, the League would stress 
the following: 

1. PuBLic OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL: 

Wherever private initiative proves unable or unwilling 
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OM GENEVA 


I wish you could all have had the experience of sitting 
around that table with these intelligent and concerned women 
and listening to the first hand reports which each gave of the 
actual conditions in her own country two years after the end 
of the war. It seems incredible that man is not intelligent or 


_ unselfish enough to devise a way to feed and clothe and house 
-and give at least minimum medical care and education to all 


men everywhere instead of allowing millions to starve in one 
land while “surplus” food is deliberately destroyed in another. 
On two sides of a stream almost narrow enough to jump across 
conditions can be different as black and white. 

The Swiss Section arranged last April for a meeting in 
Switzerland, which was attended by fifteen of our German 
members and thirty-fie Swiss members, as well as representa- 
tives from Great Britain, the United States, Austria, and Swe- 
den. They are hoping to make contacts soon with Italian 
women. Our German Section was welcomed back into activity 
after long years of suppression by the Nazis and a German 
woman, Frau Magda Hoppstock-Huth elected to the Interna- 
tional Executive. We shall hold an International Summer 
School in Switzerland in August and one in England in the fall. 

I wish there were room here even to summarize for you 
all the pressing topics we discussed, the policies we agreed 
upon, the resolutions we passed, the plans we made—thanks 
to Miss Balch’s generous gift. But there is not. You will have 


‘to look for them in the International Circular Letter (which 


goes to all International Associate Members—dues $5). Now, 
I can give you only a picture of the setting and an idea of the 
spirit which prevailed. 

One could not but feel the contrast between the world 
viewpoint expressed by these women, devoted to the promo- 
tion of peace and freedom for all, and the kind of selfishness 
and nationalism which has put nineteen million more men 
under arms today than before the war, which puts militarists 
in control of policies, which plays the game of world politics 
with atom bombs and germ capsules and makes the welfare, 
even the existence, of a family depend upon which side of an 
artificial border it happens to be born on. If I could go from 
New York to Geneva by plane in just about the same time it 
takes to go from New York to Chicago by train, surely it is 
time that we women insist that the world be organized for 
peace, and not for war. 

Scott 
Administrative Secretary. 


to meet public needs through its unrestrained operation 
of essential industries such as coal, steel. transportation, 
communications, banking, we urge public control. In 
some instances, government ownership may be the best 
way to meet the situation; in others government aid 
coupled with government supervision and control may be 
sufficient. In all cases of public control, management 
should be in the hands of those expert in the industry 
and should be subject to democratic review by councils 
representing labor, management, and the consumer. 

2. SocraL Security, HEALTH AND Housinc: 

A broad program of social legislation should be enacted 
extending further the gains already made so that an 
opportunity for employment and the meeting of basic 
needs is available to all. 

In the light of the persisting shortage of houses, the 
League favors a federal housing program which will make 
it possible for houses to be built within the price range 
of lower income groups. 

The League also supports the maintenance of rent con- 
trol until the present emergency is past. 

3. Lasor: 
Peace in the industrial field cannot be secured by punitive 
measures or by outlawing strikes and preventing collec- 
tive bargaining; it will come only with an easing of ten- 
sions now existing in labor relations, and with a just 
solution of the difficulties arising from conflicting inter- 
ests. A labor program to aid in the accomplishment of 
this end should: 

Protect the hard won rights of labor. 

Promote democratic practices within labor and em- 


ployer organizations. — 
cating disputes by councils in which employers, em- 
ployees, and consumers are competently and fairly 
represented. Such councils could plan constructively 
for the industry and thus prevent tensions from 
developing. 
Insure a minimum wage and a guaranteed annual 
wage to serve as a floor for wages. 
4. COOPERATIVES: 
Parallel with a strong labor movement there should be 
developed a strong cooperative movement in the fields of 
both production and consumption. The cooperative move- 
ment protects the consumer by making his needs known, 
and by organizing his purchasing power. In addition it 
furnishes experience in democratic practices. 
5. TAXATION: 
Taxation is not only a source of revenue but an effective 
instrument for determining the distribution of wealth 
and power among groups within the community. 
The League believes that taxes at the present time should 
be sufficient to meet the expenses of government and to 
start the repayment of the national debt. The League 
opposes the reduction of the tax on higher incomes and 
the removal of the tax on surplus profits since such a policy 
tends to increase the gap between profits and wages, and 
to remove the tax burden from the shoulders of those 
most able to pay. 
The League urges economy and efficiency in government, 
but holds that the present trend toward cutting appropria- 
tions for civilian purposes goes counter to the public 
interest and will prove in the long run to be both un- 
economic and inefficient. It calls attention to the fact 
that a significant reduction in government expenses can 
be achieved best by a drastic slash in military expendi- 
tures. If the government embarks on a plan of imperial- 
istic expansion involving increasing expenditures for 
military purposes taxes will necessarily be increased. 
6. Crvit LIBERTIES: 
The League believes that the guarantee of civil rights is 
necessary to a free and democratic society. It therefore 
opposes all interference with freedom of opinion under 
the guise of loyalty tests, all restrictions on individuals 
based upon their political views, all interference with 
freedom of the press or freedom of the air. 
The League urges the repeal of the poll tax, the establish- 
ment of the F. E. P. C., and such other measures as would 
prevent the denial of human rights on grounds of race. 
Since civil liberties can be maintained only by a vigilant 
public concerned not only with actual infringements of 
legal rights, but with the creation of a social climate in 
which discrimination cannot flourish, the League urges 
a broad educational movement to eliminate from all 
phases of our national life every discrimination based 
on race, religion, or national background. 
Civil liberty requires that men who violated the draft 
for reasons of conscience be accorded an immediate 
amnesty and restoration of civil rights and that prisoners 
of war be released and repatriated. 
7. EBUCATION: 


.The development and extension of a democratic social 


order rests ultimately on the education of the citizens. 

In order that adequate educational opportunities may be 
put within the reach of all the children of the nation, the 
League endorses the proposal for federal aid for the 
schools, provided that such aid shall not interfere with 
freedom of teaching and with local autonomy except in 
the matter of maintaining minimum standards. Federal 
appropriations should make possible the setting up of 
—— standards for salaries and for the training of 
teachers. 


Federal, state and local boards of education should 
relate their programs to the broad ideals of education 
set forth by UNESCO, so that from the nursery school 
to the college and university our boys and girls will be 
educated as citizens of the world community. 

The expense of such an inclusive program for education 
is insignificant compared with the expenditure for pre- 
parations for war. 

(Continued next page) 
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VI. GROWTH OF MILITARY INFLUENCE IN 
CIVILIAN AFFAIRS: 

Militarism is continuing to extend its influence over 
civilian life in the United States. Many men of military rank 
today hold positions formerly occupied by civilians. Most 
of these eppointments have created little public protest al- 
though there was bitter controversy over the attempt to sub- 
stitute military for civilian control of atomic energy. Heated 
controversy is still continuing over efforts to standardize mili- 
tary equipment in Latin America, and to force the adoption of 
universal military conscription. However, the appointment 
of an Army Officer as Foreign Policy Advisor on the National 
Security Council and the enlargement of the military espionage 
systems seem to have been accepted quietly. We believe that 
a military system is by its very nature totalitarian and we 
urge more positive action where any extension of its control is 
indicated. 

VII. WOMEN IN WORLD AFFAIRS: 

The League believes that women have a significant con- 
tribution to make to the solution of these problems. It there- 
fore urges the appointment of competent women to policy- 
making posts both in the U. S. government and in the United 


Nations. 


Defeat the New Campaign for Conscription 
NOW 


Since the publication of the report of the President’s 
Commission on Universal Military Training, the campaign for 
conscription has been intensified on every hand with all the 
means available to the War Department. Many people, hereto- 
fore unwilling to accept conscription, have been won over by 
the relentless pressure of the administration’s publicity pro- 
gram and the prominence of the names attached to it. There 
is every possibility now that it will be brought to a vote in this 
session of Congress. 

This means that the minimum responsibility of every 
member of every branch of the Women’s International League 
is to renew the letter-writing campaign. It is particularly im- 
portant to reach your own Senators and Congressmen by tele- 
gram or letter, but, in addition, letters to the members of the 
influential Senate and House Committees on Armed Services* 
will be extremely useful. The situation brooks no delay. 

* The chairmen of these committees are: 

Walter G. Andrews (Rep. of N. Y.), House. 
Chan Gurney (Rep. of S. D.), Senate. 


"Vacation With a Purpose” 
INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


Through the generosity of one of our Pennsylvania WILPF mem- 
bers, two full scholarships or four half scholarships have been made 
available for the Institute of International Relations to be held at 
Albright College, Reading, Pennsylvania, August 15-24, under the 
auspices of the American Friends Service Committee. 

In the past these conferences have proved very helpful and stimu- 
lating in our own WIL work. This year the subject, “Organizing the 
World for Peace”, will have a special appeal for our members who 
have worked or those who are preparing to work actively in WILPF. 

Anyone who wishes to apply for one of the scholarships should 
send her application to Miss Marjorie L. Thompson, Pennsylvania 
International Chairman - Jane Addams House, 2006 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania - before July 15th. The cost for the whole 
Institute, including room, board and tuition, is $40.00. Applicants 
should state whether they wish full or half scholarship. 

—Karnarine McC. Arnett, 
Chairman National Finance Committee. 


Emily Greene Balch Pictures 


The photogrevh of Miss Emily Greene Balch which friends seem 
to prefer and which the WIL has used several times, notably in Emily 
Greene Balch of New England, and in the Nobel Peace Prize brochure, 
was taken by Miss Rose Eliasberg (420 West End Ave., New York 24), 
at the Maison Internationale, Geneva, Switzerland. 

Small glossy copies of this picture, about 3x 414 inches, 15 cents 
each, are available at the National Literature Office, 2006 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia 3. Larger pictures, app. 5x 6%4 inches, taken by William 
Gullins for the Annual Meeting and autographed by Miss Balch, are 
available at 50 cents each. 
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